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2026 Southern Space Conference Leading Australia’s Space Future

DAY 1

Tuesday 11 August 2026

07:30 - 08:00 Registration Open

Acknowledgement of Country and Opening Remarks Day 1
Darin Lovett - Chairman, SIAA

08:00 - 08:10

Introduction to Keynote
Christopher Janssen - CEO, GPC

08:10 - 08:15

Ministerial Keynote: Defence Industry and Australia’s Space
08:15 - 08:30 Capability
Hon Pat Conroy MP - Minister for Defence Industry

Introduction to Keynote
Dan Lloyd - CEQ, SIAA

08:35 - 08:40

Parliamentary Welcome
Mr Steve Georganas MP - Co-Chair, Parliamentary Friends of Space

08:40 - 08:50

Introduction to Keynote
David Ball - Regional Director, Australia New Zealand, Lockheed Martin

08:55 - 09:00

Keynote Address: Five Eyes Space and Defence Cooperation
Mr Michael Clausen - Acting Deputy Chief of Mission, U.S. Embassy

09:00 - 09:30

Panel Session: Sovereign Space Security and Strategic
Defence Capabilities

09:30 - 10:30  Terry van Haren - Director, SIAA

Malcolm Davis - Senior Analyst, ASPI
Rajat Kulshrestha - CEO, Space Machines Company
Campbell Pegg - Director, Space, SASIC
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DAY 1

Tuesday 11 August 2026

10:30 - 11:05 Morning Tea

Panel Session: ITAR and Defence Export Controls
- Implications for the Australian Space Industry

Philip Citowicki - Strategy & Business Development Lead, Space (Australia and New
11:05 - 12:00 Zealand); Adjunct Fellow, University of Adelaide

David Nockels - First Assistant Secretary, Department of Defence
Martyn Taylor - Partner, Norton Rose Fulbright

Jason Held - CEQ, Saber Astronautics

Tiago Ortega - Vice President, R&D, EOS

Networking Lunch

12:00 - 13:05 )
Women in Space Group Photograph

Introduction to Keynote
Robert Denney - Country Executive, Australia, Northrop Grumman

13:05 - 13:10

Keynote Address:
13:10 -13:30 Space Capability to 2040 - Building Resilience and Readiness

Major General Greg Novak - Commander, Space Command

Panel Session: International Defence Partnerships in Space

Patrick Del Guidice - Director, Capability Strategy, Space Capability Branch,
Joint Capabilities Group
13:30 - 14:25
Air Commodore Pete Warmerdam - UK Defence Advisor, Australia
Carly Volkes - Deputy High Commissioner and Chargée dAffaires, High Commission of
Canada
Mick Hunt - Assistant Secretary, Space Systems, Department of Defence
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2026 Southern Space Conference Leading Australia’s Space Future

DAY 1

Tuesday 11 August 2026

Panel Session: Satellite Communications for Defence
and National Security

Sponsored by Ngs{]':dRB?KN

14:25 - 15:15 Michael Cratt - Director, SIAA

David Ball - Regional Director, Australia New Zealand, Lockheed Martin

Rob Shah - Senior Director, Communications and Networks, Northrop Grumman
Jonathon Brain - Associate Director, Business Development for Satellite & Space
Systems, Optus

15:15 - 15:35 Afternoon Tea

Panel Session: Dual-Use Space Technology and Defence
Innovation

Dan Lloyd - CEOQ, SIAA

15:35 - 16:35
Aude Vignelles - President of the Asia Pacific Region (APAC), Titomic
Rachel Noble - Chair, iLAUNCH Advisory Board
William Crowe - Co-Founder and CEO, HEO
Major General Hugh Meggitt AM CSC - Head, Advanced Strategic
Capabilities Accelerator

Closing Remarks - Day 1
Darin Lovett - Chairman, SIAA

16:35 - 16:40
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DAY 2

Wednesday 12 August 2026

08:00 - 08:05 Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction to Keynote
Carlin Charteris - Regional Vice President — Asia Pacific, Viasat

08:05 - 08:10

Government Keynote: Space, Science and the Digital Economy

08:10 - 08:25 Hon Dr Andrew Charlton MP - Cabinet Secretary, Assistant Minister for Science,
Technology and the Digital Economy

Introduction to Keynote
Scott Atkins - Global Head of Restructuring, Norton Rose Fulbright

08:35 - 08:40

Australian Space Agency Keynote

08:40 - 09:00 Katherine Bennell-Pegg - 2026 Australian of the Year; Australian Astronaut,
Australian Space Agency

Panel Introductory Remarks
H.E Mr Gabriele Visentin - EU Ambassador to Australia, European Union in Australia

09:00 - 09:05

Panel Session: European Pathways for Australian
Space Companies - Market Access, Regulatory
Alignment and Strategic Partnerships

Moderator
Professor Anna Moore - Director, SIAA

09:05 - 09:45 Panellists

H.E. Mr Gabriele Visentin - EU Ambassador to Australia, European Union in Australia
Cathy Raper - First Assistant Secretary and Australia-EU FTA Chief Negotiator,
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Luke Phillips - Acting General Manager of Space Partnerships and Growth,
Australian Space Agency

Lloyd Damp - CEO, Southern Launch
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2026 Southern Space Conference Leading Australia’s Space Future

DAY 2

Wednesday 12 August 2026

09:45 -10:00

Keynote Address
Enrico Palermo - Head of the Australian Space Agency

10:00 - 10:25

Morning Tea

10:25 - 11:15

Panel Session: From Research to Capability
- Advancing Australia’s Space R&D Priorities

Moderator
Carl Seubert - SRN Chairman; Chief Research Officer, SmartSat CRC

Panellists

Darin Lovett - Chairman, SIAA

Anne Bettens - CEOQ, Deneb Space

Dr Catherine Grace - Director Strategy, Australian Space Agency
Emeritus Professor Fred Menk - University of Newcastle

11:15 -12:00

Panel Session: Earth Observation and Data Analytics in Action

Moderator
Maria Xygkaki - Sales & Marketing Geospatial APAC Lead, Leonardo

Panellists

Alison Rose - Chief of Space Division, Geoscience Australia

Jake Ramsay - Planet Labs, Australia & New Zealand

Venkat Pillay - CEO & Founder, LC60 Al

Naoko Sugita - Advisor to the Director, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)
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DAY 2

Wednesday 12 August 2026

12:00 - 12:45

Panel Session: Telecommunications and Connectivity
- Public Safety and Emergency Broadband

Moderator
Dean Rosenfield - CEO, Nova Systems

Panellists

Matt Tetlow - CEQ, Inovor Technologies

Byron Riessen - Partner, Deloitte Space Leader

Campbell Pegg - Director, Space, SASIC

Lisa La Rance - First Assistant Secretary, Communications and Markets Division,
Department of Infrastructure and Communications

12:45 -13:45

Networking Lunch

13:45 -14:30

Panel Session: Scaling Australia’s Space Sector
- Investment, Export and Global Market Opportunities

Moderator
Tim Parsons - Director, SIAA

Panellists

Ruth Marshall - Director, Investments, National Reconstruction Fund Corporation
Adam Gilmour - CEO, Gilmour Space

Jun Qu - Principal, Main Sequence Ventures

Anthony Weymouth - Head of Technology, Defence, Advanced Manufacturing
and Space, Austrade

14:30 - 15:15

Panel Session: Cross-Sector Impact - Space Applications
Beyond the Space Industry

Moderator

Christopher Janssen - CEQ, GPC

Panellists

Luke Coleman - CEO, Communications Alliance
Jen Medway - General Manager, National Farmers' Federation
Lyn Chassagne - Chief Marketing & Product Officer, BlackSky
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2026 Southern Space Conference Leading Australia’s Space Future

DAY 2

Wednesday 12 August 2026

15:15 - 156:35

Afternoon Tea

15:35 - 16:25

Panel Session: Building an Inclusive Space Workforce: Skills,
Pathways and Industry Demand

Moderator
Tori Murray - Chief of Ranges and Infrastructure, Southern Launch

Panellists

WO Rachelle Burnett - Command Warrant Officer, Joint Capabilities Group
Katherine Bennell-Pegg - 2026 Australian of the Year; Australian Astronaut,
Australian Space Agency

Michael Frater - CEQ, Skykraft

Carlin Charteris - Regional Vice President — Asia Pacific, Viasat

16:25 - 1710

Panel Session: Critical Infrastructure and Cross-Government
Space Perspectives

Moderator
Anntonette Dailey - Director, SIAA

Panellists

Hamish Hansford - Head of National Security, Department of Home Affairs
Harvey Wright - Executive GM Optus Satellite, Optus

RJ Stensland - Managing Director, LeoLabs Australia

Matthew Creamer - Business Development Director, SSC Space

17110 - 17115

Closing Remarks for Southern Space 2026
Darin Lovett - Chairman, SIAA
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2026 Southern Space Conference Leading Australia’s Space Future

Notes
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